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Foster family home means the home of
an individual or family licensed or ap-
proved by the State licensing or ap-
proval authority(ies) (or with respect
to foster family homes on or near In-
dian reservations, by the tribal licens-
ing or approval authority(ies)), that
provides 24-hour out-of-home care for
children. The term may include group
homes, agency operated boarding
homes or other facilities licensed or
approved for the purpose of providing
foster care by the State agency respon-
sible for approval or licensing of such
facilities.

Independent Living Program (ILP)
means the programs and activities es-
tablished and implemented by the
State to assist youth, as defined in sec-
tion 477(a)(2) of the Act, to prepare to
live independently upon leaving foster
care. Programs and activities that may
be provided are found in section 477(d)
of the Act.

State means, for title IV-B, the 50
States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam,
the Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, and
American Samoa. For title IV-E, the
term ‘‘State’” means the 50 States and
the District of Columbia.

State agency means the State agency
administering or supervising the ad-
ministration of the title I'VV-B and title
IV-E State plans and the title XX so-
cial services block grant program. An
exception to this requirement is per-
mitted by section 103(d) of the Adop-
tion Assistance and Child Welfare Act
of 1980 (Pub. L. 96-272). Section 103(d)
provides that, if on December 1, 1974,
the title IV-B program (in a State or
local agency) and the social services
program under section 402(a)(3) of the
Act (the predecessor program to title
XX) were administered by separate
agencies, that separate administration
of the programs could continue at
State option.

(b) Unless otherwise specified, the
definitions contained in section 475 of
the Act apply to all programs under ti-
tles IV-E and 1V-B of the Act.

[48 FR 23114, May 23, 1983, as amended at 57
FR 30429, July 9, 1992; 58 FR 67924, Dec. 22,
1993; 61 FR 58653, Nov. 18, 1996]

§1355.25

§1355.21 State plan requirements for
titles IV-E and IV-B.

(a) The State plans for titles IV-E
and IV-B must provide for safeguards
on the use and disclosure of informa-
tion which meet the requirements con-
tained in section 471(a)(8) of the Act.

(b) The State plans for titles IV-E
and 1V-B must provide for compliance
with the Department’s regulations list-
ed in 45 CFR 1355.30.

(c) The State agency and the Indian
Tribe must make available for public
review and inspection the Child and
Family Services Plan (CFSP) and the
Annual Progress and Services Reports.
(See 45 CFR 1357.15 and 1357.16.) The
State agency also must make available
for public review and inspection the
title I'V-E State Plan.

[48 FR 23114, May 23, 1983, as amended at 61
FR 58654, Nov. 18, 1996]

§1355.25 Principles of child and family
services.

The following principles, most often
identified by practitioners and others
as helping to assure effective services
for children, youth, and families,
should guide the States and Indian
Tribes in developing, operating, and
improving the continuum of child and
family services.

(a) The safety and well-being of chil-
dren and of all family members is para-
mount. When safety can be assured,
strengthening and preserving families
is seen as the best way to promote the
healthy development of children. One
important way to keep children safe is
to stop violence in the family including
violence against their mothers.

(b) Services are focused on the family
as a whole; service providers work with
families as partners in identifying and
meeting individual and family needs;
family strengths are identified, en-
hanced, respected, and mobilized to
help families solve the problems which
compromise their functioning and well-
being.

(c) Services promote the healthy de-
velopment of children and youth, pro-
mote permanency for all children and
help prepare youth emancipating from
the foster care system for self-suffi-
ciency and independent living.

(d) Services may focus on prevention,
protection, or other short or long-term
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